2012 MUSICAL
INTO THE WOODS
AUDITION AND CREW SIGN UP INFORMATION

The musical is open to all high school students. We encourage anyone interested to audition. At
EGRHS, we feel that auditioning should be fun and strive to maintain a supportive atmosphere All
students interested must make a commitment to the show if cast or assigned a crew position. A
commitment must be made at auditions/signups in February. There will be little flexibility with
schedules - you need to be available. Please share this packet with your parents so they understand the
rehearsals and performance schedule dates.

TO AUDITION FOR A ROLE IN THE CAST:

All students need to attend one vocal, one reading and one dance audition - so you need to come 3
different times. There is only one dance time — all actors must attend the Feb 6™ audition. Please
arrange your schedules to be there. There are three different READING audition times and students
need to attend only one. Please pre sign up for one reading time — this is new for this year! VOCAL
auditions are in 15 minute increments with pre-sign up. Students must make every effort to attend the
audition times as scheduled. STUDENTS MUST DO ALL THREE AUDITIONS IN ORDER TO BE
CONSIDERED for any role.

AUDITION DATES
Little Auditorium
Mon. Feb6 3:15-5:00 DANCE AUDITIONS

5:00 - 6:00 READING AUDITIONS
Tue. Feb7 3:15-4:30 READING AUDITIONS

4:30-6:30 VOCAL AUDITIONS

7:00—9:00 READING AUDITIONS
Wed. Feb8 3:30-4:30 VOCAL AUDITIONS

Thur. Feb9 4:00-7:00 VOCAL/READING CALLBACKS

Fri. Feb 10 3:05 FINAL CAST/CREW LIST POSTED

The Vocal Audition. Each student should come with a PREPARED 1 minute selection. THIS IS
IMPORTANT!!! Pick something that showcases your voice. Please provide the music for the
accompanist. One minute equals one verse or chorus section of a song. Students who are prepared
and have worked on a number demonstrate that they are interested in a role and committed. If you



need help finding a selection see Dr. Borst. We will be auditioning singers in 15 minute groups. Please
sign up on the Drama Club Bulletin Board by the Little Aud for a time slot. This will alleviate you having
to wait around for hours. We will also be measuring potential cast members at your Vocal audition.

The Reading Audition. Each student will read twice from the script. Scripts will not be available prior to
auditions, so it is suggested you read the character descriptions of the cast attached prior to auditioning
or watch the movie. You need to attend only one of the reading audition times. As reading times are
very short, you must pre-sign up for the time slot you wish to read in. Space will be limited per day, so
pre sign up is essential.

The Dance Audition. There are two types of dancing needs for “Woods”: basic musical dance steps
and ballet work. First, a short routine of basic movement will be taught to everyone and then you show
us what you’ve learned in small groups. We are looking to see who can be taught, and who can take
direction. Please wear hard soled shoes or jazz/ballet shoes to the audition and non-baggy clothing.
This means no clogs, no flip flops, no baggy jeans or sweats, or oversized clothes. Dance wear is
appropriate. All of the chorus members will need these dance skills. We want to see you and how
your body moves. Once the general routine is taught, those students who have ballet experience will
stay for an additional audition. Please wear tights and bring ballet slippers, dance wear and pointe
shoes if you have them for this portion of the audition. We plan to add some background ballet dances
to some of the numbers.

Students need to make arrangements to attend the one and only MONDAY dance audition time.

The Vocal and Reading CALL BACK list will be posted Thursday, Feb 9 on the Drama Club bulletin board
by 7:30 am. Reading and Singing Call Backs will be that day beginning at 3:30 in the Little Auditorium.
We may call students back in specific time slots. If a student is not listed for a Call Back, this does not
mean that the student will not be cast in the show. This Call Back will be primarily because we would
like to hear you sing again - probably something from the show.

Principal Roles are for 10 Women and 6 Men. There is a chorus playing other minor roles and
numerous Grimm fairy tale characters. We plan on casting a total of 40 - 45 students.

The final cast and crew list will be posted at 3:05 on Friday, Feb 10, 2012

Please know all of your conflicts at auditions, i.e., sports practices, games, lessons, concerts, work, trips,
etc. Be prepared to list them: both after school and evenings. Please know when you will be gone
around the February Break and Spring Break time- we will work around these when putting together a
rehearsal schedule. Please know if you are flexible on your conflicts. These commitments will be
looked at when casting.

Rehearsals will begin February 13 and will be primarily be after school, Monday thru Friday We do not
rehearse on weekends except for Saturday April 21rd which is Mandatory. We do not rehearse during
Spring Break. We will work into evening rehearsals the week of April 16th. Performance dates are April
26,27, 28, - 2012.



If you have any questions, or if you have a problem attending a particular set of auditions, please talk to
Mrs. Pamela Steers (Director) in room 246, psteers@egprs.org, prior to the week of auditions.

TO SIGN UP FOR BACKSTAGE

Any students who are interested in working backstage as stage managers, crew, lights, sound, costumes,
makeup, publicity, program, etc. should stop by one of the auditions the week of Feb 6™ and fill out a
form. All assignments for cast and crew, are made by Feb 9" and posted with the final cast list on Feb
10"™. Let us know your interest!

Please know all of your conflicts at auditions, i.e., sports practices, games, lessons, concerts, work, trips,
etc. Be prepared to list them: both after school and evenings. Please know if you are flexible on your
conflicts. These commitments, along with past experience, will be looked at when making crew
assignments.

Most crew positions will need to commit to rehearsals beginning April 19. See previous page for dates,
times, etc.

TIPS FOR AUDITIONING:

1. Pick a song that can showcase your voice. It should not be from INTO THE WOODS, but something in
the same style is a nice idea. Practice it and know it well. It does not have to be memorized, but a copy
for you and for the pianist would be ideal. Singing accapella doesn’t really help us. We want to hear
you match pitches with the piano. Try and get some sheet music and we will have an accompanist for
you. If you don’t have access to music or need help — please see Dr. Borst in the choir room.

2. Really push at the reading auditions. Always strive to act more than less. We want to see what you
can do. Presence, Energy and Projection (PEP) are what we are looking for.

3. Wear proper shoes and clothing to dance auditions. Bring Pointe shoes and/or ballet slippers and
tights if you are interested in the becoming a featured dancer in the chorus.

4. Make a commitment now and clear your schedules for February, March and April. Let us know you
are committed to being a part of this production!

5. Listen to the Broadway CD, watch the film, so you have an understanding of the characters and the
songs each character sings. Read the synopsis and list of characters.

6. Have fun and just try your best. If you do your personal best, you’ve already learned something!

Synopsis:
ACT ONE

We discover three dwellings in a large forest. In one, we see Cinderella cleaning; in the second, we see Jack trying to milk his pathetic-looking
cow, Milky-White; and in the third, we see the Baker and the Baker's Wife preparing tomorrow's bread. The Narrator leads the company through
"The Prologue” as we learn about a series of wishes that are more important than anything - even life itself - to these characters. Cinderella wants
to go to the King's Festival; Jack wishes his cow could give milk; and the Baker (who believes his parents were killed in a baking accident)
wishes he and his Wife could have a child. As these characters express their wishes, we meet Cinderella's Stepmother and stepsisters who laugh
at the idea of her going to a ball; Jack's aging mother who wishes for a lot of gold and a less foolish son; and Little Red Ridinghood, who comes
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to buy bread, sticky buns and pies from the Baker and his Wife before starting her journey into the woods to see her sick Grandmother. We learn
Jack's cow (whom Jacks foolishly persists in referring to as "he") is no longer giving milk. Jack's Mother says he must sell the cow so they can
survive. He is crushed because he thinks the cow is his best friend, but sets off to the market to sell it. Leaving Cinderella in tears, her family
rides off to the ball without her. The Baker and his Wife learn the Witch next door, a humpbacked crone with long gnarled fingers, has placed a
curse on them to prevent their having a child. She explains the Baker's father had stolen various vegetables from her garden many years ago to
satisfy his wife's insatiable desire for greens. He also stole the Witch's magic beans. To punish him for the theft, she demanded and had been
given the Baker's sister, a sibling the Baker never knew existed. She claims she still has the Baker's sister hidden away and that he can break the
spell that makes him childless only by bringing her a cow as white as milk, a cape as red as blood, hair as yellow as corn and a slipper as pure as
gold. The Baker puts on his father's old jacket as he prepares to journey into the woods. He finds six beans in the pockets and wonders if they are
the Witch's magic beans. He forbids his Wife to join him on this dangerous quest as he tries to memorize the list of things the Witch says he must
deliver. As "The Prologue" ends, Cinderella decides to visit her mother's grave.

At this point, the show takes on a rapid pace. Cinderella tells her mother her wish and is given a fancy dress and slippers to wear to the ball.
While walking through the Woods to market, Jack encounters a Mysterious Man who tells Jack his cow is only worth a sack of beans. Little Red
Ridinghood meets a Wolf who targets her and her grandmother as his next meal ("Hello, Little Girl"). The Baker appears and is concerned harm
will come to Little Red Ridinghood. The Witch warns him not to worry about the child's welfare; his task is simply to steal her cape. We hear the
sound of a woman singing in the distance; it is the voice of the Baker's lost sister, Rapunzel. As the Baker struggles to remember the four objects
on his list, his Wife appears, with another offer to help him. They argue about her presence as they encounter Jack and his cow, a beast like the
one the Witch has demanded. The Baker's Wife persuades Jack to sell the cow for five of their beans (which leaves them with one remaining
bean). After Jack sings a sad farewell to the cow (1 Guess This Is Goodbye"), the Baker is upset they used deceit to acquire the animal. The
Baker's Wife insists they did Jack a favor. (“"Maybe They're Magic"). She says you have to go after what you want and not hesitate. The Baker
sends his wife home with the cow and continues on his way, as Rapunzel sings again. The Witch visits Rapunzel at the tower where she is kept
prisoner. A handsome prince sees the Witch climb Rapunzel's hair and decides to try it himself the following day. The Baker makes an
unsuccessful try at stealing Little Red Ridinghood's cape - thievery does not come naturally to him. Little Red Ridinghood enters her
Grandmother's house to find the Wolf, in bed, pretending to be the old woman (whom he has eaten). After the Wolf eats Little Red Ridinghood,
he takes a nap. The Baker sees a corner of the red cloak hanging out of the Wolf's mouth and hoping to get the whole thing cuts his stomach open,
releasing Little Red Ridinghood and her Grandmother. After the ordeal, Little Red Ridinghood realizes that I Know Things Now." Grateful to
the Baker for saving her life, Little Red Ridinghood gives him her cloak.

Jack's Mother is furious with him for selling their cow for five seemingly worthless beans and she throws them away. The Baker's Wife, leading
Milky-White through the forest, encounters Cinderella, who is running from the Prince (the brother, coincidentally, of the prince who is smitten
with Rapunzel) and his Steward. When Cinderella reveals she isn't sure she wants the Prince, the Baker's Wife thinks she is being very foolish
("A Very Nice Prince.") The Baker's Wife tries to take one of Cinderella's gold shoes, but is forced to chase after the runaway cow instead. The
next morning the characters realize one midnight has gone and they have not realized their wishes. Jack discovers a beanstalk has grown up
overnight. As the Baker sleeps beneath a tree, Jack appears with an oversized money sack. He sings about "Giants In The Sky" and relates his
adventure. He describes the sensation of being high in the sky and meeting a lady giant who drew him close. The appearance of her husband, an
even bigger giant who intended to harm him, sent him scrambling back to earth with one of the giant's sacks of gold. Jack's Mother, delighted by
his acquisition, has let him keep five gold pieces which he wants to use to buy back Milky-White. He finds the Baker and demands his cow. The
Baker cannot sell the cow because the Witch wants it. Jack, thinking the Baker is holding out for more money, goes off in search of additional
funds, leaving the gold with the Baker. The Baker's Wife appears, confessing she has lost the cow.

Rapunzel's Prince and Cinderella's Prince exchange tales of woe (*Agony"), each insisting his romantic problem is more serious than his
brother's. The Baker's Wife, who is searching for the hair as yellow as corn, encounters Jack's Mother, who is looking for Jack. The Mysterious
Man returns the cow to the Baker. The Witch warns the Mysterious Man to stay out of her business. The Baker's Wife, recognizing Rapunzel's
hair as the perfect shade to satisfy the Witch's hair demand, grabs one of the girl's substantial tresses, rips it out, and runs into Cinderella, who is
on her way home from another night at the Festival. The Baker's Wife tries, without success, to take Cinderella's shoe. The Baker and his Wife
run into each other and he finally agrees it will take both of them to accomplish their goal ("It Takes Two"). Jack appears with the hen that lays
golden eggs. The Baker's Wife realizes the Baker has considered selling the cow for money. The cow drops dead and all seems lost for the Baker
and his Wife. Two midnights are gone. The Baker goes in search of another cow. The Baker's Wife goes off to try again to grab a golden slipper.
The Witch warns Rapunzel to obey her ("Stay With Me") and to remain shielded from the world. Rapunzel says she is no longer a child and
wants to see the world. Infuriated, the Witch cuts off most of Rapunzel's hair and exiles her. The Narrator reveals, while pursuing Rapunzel,
Rapunzel's Prince has fallen into a patch of thorns and blinded himself.

Little Red Ridinghood has turned bloodthirsty, replacing her red cloak with one made from the skins of the Wolf. Jack, questing after more
money for his mother, has returned to the giant's domain to steal more gold. Leaving her third visit to the royal ball with only one slipper,
Cinderella reflects on her indecision about leaving her miserable home for the unknown aspects of life with the Prince ("On The Steps of the
Palace"). She decides not to decide. She has left a shoe for the Prince to find and it will be his decision. The Baker's Wife gives Cinderella her
own shoes in exchange for the remaining gold slipper. She then has a struggle with the Prince's Steward who also wants the second gold slipper.
The Mysterious Man becomes involved in the struggle. The Prince decides they only need one shoe. There is a horrible thud. Jack's Mother
screams that a dead giant has fallen from the sky. No one seems to care. The third midnight is near. The Baker and his Wife report to the Witch
with their four objects, but she rejects the new cow which they have covered with flour to look like the dead Milky-White. The Witch demands
they bring the dead Milky-White to her and she'll bring it back to life. Jack appears with a golden harp. The Witch restores Milky-White to life
and commands the Baker to feed the cow the other objects. A clock chime begins to strike. The Witch insists the cow be milked to fill a silver
goblet. Jack tries, but no milk flows. When the Baker's Wife says she pulled the hair as yellow as corn from a maiden in the tower, the Witch
explains she, the Witch, cannot have touched any of the objects needed to break the spell. The Mysterious Man says to feed the cow an ear of
corn. The Witch reveals the Mysterious Man is the Baker's father. The cow eats the corn, the milk flows into the goblet and the Witch drinks it.
She is transformed into a beautiful woman and the Baker's father dies as the third midnight strikes.

The Narrator explains the Witch had been cursed with ugliness after her beans were stolen, but is now beautiful once again. Milky-White is
reunited with Jack. The Prince searches for Cinderella with the golden slipper. Lucinda and Florinda try to fit into the slipper by cutting off parts



of their feet, but their tricks are discovered and the Prince finally finds Cinderella. The Narrator states Rapunzel, who has had twins, has been
reunited with her blind husband and Rapunzel's tears restored his vision. The Witch attempts a reconciliation with her adopted daughter, but
Rapunzel refuses. When the Witch tries to enchant Rapunzel and her prince, she realizes that in exchange for her own youth and beauty, she has
lost her magical power over others. At Cinderella's wedding, her stepsisters are blinded. The Baker's Wife appears, very pregnant. The Narrator
observes that everything which seemed wrong is now right. The kingdoms are filled with joy and those who deserve happiness to are certain to
live long and satisfying lives. Only tenderness and laughter are foreseen forever after. As everyone congratulates themselves on their unswerving
determination to get their wishes, a giant beanstalk emerges from the ground and stretches to heaven. No one notices it.

ACT TWO

As in the opening of Act |, we discover three structures. The first is the castle where Cinderella lives with the Prince; the second is Jack's house
which is filled with all the conveniences gold will buy; the third is the home of the Baker and his Wife, which is cluttered with nursery items.
While the characters seem content (“Prologue: So Happy"), minor disturbances are quietly disrupting the joyous scene. The Baker's Wife wants a
bigger cottage and she is squabbling with her husband over the baby's care. Suddenly a huge crash is heard and their home caves in. The Baker
goes off to tell the Royal Family. The Witch, who has lost her garden in the incident, insists they will not be of any help. When the Baker stops at
Jack's house he is refused help by Jack's Mother who is still angry because no one cared when she had a giant in her backyard. The Baker is
granted an audience with Cinderella who seems unable to offer any concrete assistance. Despite his mother's warnings, Jack goes out to
investigate. Little Red Ridinghood stops at the Baker's. She is on her way to move in with her Grandmother because her own home was destroyed
and her mother has disappeared. The Baker and his Wife offer to escort her through the woods. The birds come to lead Cinderella through the
woods, warning of trouble at her mother's grave. The characters re-enter the woods "To flee the winds - To find a future - To shield - To slay - To
flee - To find - To fix - To hide - To move - To battle - To see what the trouble is."

The royal brothers, Rapunzel's Prince and Cinderella's Prince, meet and again compare their problems. Rapunzel's Prince complains his wife
finds it impossible to be happy because of her pain-filled upbringing. He has fallen for Snow White. Cinderella's Prince lusts after Sleeping
Beauty (Reprise: "Agony"). The Baker, his Wife and child and Little Red Ridinghood are lost in the now chaotic woods. They see the Royal
Family staggering down a path and learn the castle has been set upon by a giant. When the Baker reminds the Steward he tried to warn them, the
Steward replies "I don't make policy, | just carry it out." Suddenly the Giant appears and the group realizes it is the wife of the giant Jack killed.
She has come to exact revenge and demands Jack be handed over to her. Since she is near-sighted, the group thinks they can substitute someone
else. Everyone in the group has an idea who should be sacrificed. First they sacrifice the Narrator. When the Giant realizes he isn't the boy she's
after, she destroys him and again demands Jack. Jack's Mother engages the Giant in a furious verbal battle; the Steward bashes Jack's Mother over
the head to stop her from endangering everyone else and Jack's mother is fatally wounded. The Steward reveals that Jack is hiding in Rapunzel's
tower. Then, hysterical, Rapunzel runs toward the Giant and is crushed. The witch mourns that this is the world she was trying to save Rapunzel
from confronting ("'Lament").The group disagrees about turning Jack over to the Giant. The Royal Family, without concern for anyone else, run
to another kingdom. The Baker and his Wife leave their child with Little Red Ridinghood and go off to save Jack from the Witch, who is on her
way to turn him over to the Giant.

The Baker's Wife encounters Cinderella's Prince in the woods and they have a romantic encounter in a glade. The Prince is ready to forget his
commitment to Cinderella, but The Baker's Wife is ambivalent ("Any Moment"). The Baker meets Cinderella next to her mother's ruined grave
and invites her to join his group. The Baker's Wife realizes she has to let the moment go, but says she will never forget her time with the Prince
("Moments In The Woods"). She knows it is time for her to leave the woods, but she becomes lost, the giant appears and she is crushed. Jack is
discovered by the others. He reports the Baker's Wife is dead. Everyone blames him, but he blames the Baker for giving him the beans which set
the scenario in motion (*'Your Fault"). As the song evolves, everyone blames every one else. The Witch stops their accusations, declaring it's the
"Last Midnight." She says everyone is looking for someone to blame, when they should look inward instead. She says "You can tend the garden.
Separate and alone." She disappears as they begin to see the connections between their earlier individual actions and the current problem.

The Baker starts to leave the Woods, believing his child is better off with Cinderella than with him. Suddenly, his father, the Mysterious Man,
reappears. The Baker says, "I thought you were dead." The Mysterious Man answers "Not completely. Are we ever?" The Baker cries out that the
whole situation was caused by the father's invasion of the Witch's garden years before. The Mysterious Man accuses the Baker of running from
his own guilt ("No More"). As his father leaves, the Baker realizes he is just like him. He decides to stay and fight alongside the others. As the
Baker, Jack, Little Red Ridinghood and Cinderella plan their attack, a flock of birds whispers to Cinderella that her prince has been unfaithful.
She says she doesn't care and enlists their help to kill the Giant. As each prepares to execute the plan, the Prince reappears. Cinderella dismisses
him saying, "My father's house was a nightmare. Your house was a dream. Now | want something in between." Cinderella and the Baker try to
reassure Little Red Ridinghood and Jack, who are now orphans trying to make sense of right and wrong ("No One Is Alone").

The Giant is killed and the dead in the community appear as ghosts, joining in a pronouncement of the moral lessons learned from the experience
in the woods. The Baker and Cinderella become the responsible adults in a re-constituted family made up of the Baker's child, Little Red
Ridinghood and Jack. The ghost of the Baker's Wife encourages him to believe in his power to raise their child without her. The Witch reappears
to warn the Baker to be careful of the tales he tells his child ("Children Will Listen").The final reprise of "Into The Woods" reminds us there will
be times when each of us must journey into the woods but that we must mind the future and the past.

YOU JUST CAN'T ACT
YOU HAVE TO LISTEN
YOU CAN'T JUST ACT
YOU HAVE TO THINK.



Character Breakdown

CINDERELLA Earnest, warm-hearted. G3 - G5 Soprano

CINDERELLA'S FATHER a bit dim. C3 - F4 Baritone

CINDERELLA'S MOTHER a ghost E4 - F4 (or Ab5) Mezzo-Soprano

CINDERELLA'S PRINCE Vain and gorgeous. B - High F Baritone

CINDERELLA'S STEPMOTHER Mean-spirited. A3 - F#5 Mezzo-Soprano

FLORINDA CINDERELLA's stepsister, lovely but black of heart. C4 - Ab5 Soprano (Mezzo-)
GIANT GRANNY LITTLE RED's fiesty, savage grandmother.

JACK The feckless GIANT killer, almost a man. B2 - G4 Tenor

JACK'S MOTHER Browbeating and weary. Bb3 - Gb5 Mezzo-Soprano

LITTLE RED RIDINGHOOD A spoiled smart aleck. Bb3 - F5 Soprano (light Mezzo-Soprano)
LUCINDA CINDERELLA's stepsister, lovely but black of heart. C3 - F5 (Ab5) Mezzo
MYSTERIOUS MAN A mischievous vagrant. G2 - Eb4 Baritone

NARRATOR Intellectual and pleasant. G2 - E4 Baritone

RAPUNZEL A loopy-but-lovely maiden. B3 - A5 Soprano

RAPUNZEL'S PRINCE Just as vain and gorgeous. Baritone: C sharp - High E

STEWARD Surly and bureaucratic.

THE BAKER Harried and insecure. Ab2 - G4 Baritone

THE BAKER'S WIFE Determined and bright. F3 - G5 Mezzo-Soprano

THE WITCH Sarcastic, ugly-then-gorgeous. F3 - G5 Mezzo-Soprano

WOLF Hungry and insatiable. Bb2 - Gb4 Baritone

Possible Chorus Characters Rumplestiltskin and Queen

Sleeping Beauty & Fairies or Witch Puss in Boots

Snow White & Seven Dwarfs Frog Prince and Princess

Hansel & Gretel and Gingerbread Witch Tom Thumb

Brave Little Tailor Bremen Town Musicians

Fisherman and his Wife Cinderella’s Prince’s parents: King and
Shoemaker and Elves Queen

Swan Princesses Golden Goose Boy and Princess



